This  is  My  Father's  World 

Dualistic  Faith 

Dualism:  Dividing  life  into  two  realms  —  the 
sacred  and  the  profane,  and  believing  that  the 
Christian  faith  can  only  be  expressed  in  the 
realm  of  the  sacred,  and  that  the  realm  of  the 
profane  is  inherently  evil,  devoid  of  any  hope  of 
redemption. 

Reason:  Forgetting  that  God  is  the  "Creator  of 
Heaven  and  Earth." 

The  Two  Pillars  of  Creationism: 

1 .  Whose  world  is  this? 

2.  What  is  the  purpose  of  life? 

Confession:  The  world  owes  its  existence  to  its 
rightful  Lord,  God,  who  sacrificed  Himself  in 
order  to  redeem  His  handiwork.  The  purpose  of 
Man's  existence  is  to  reflect  the  goodness  of  this 
God  in  our  daily  living. 

The  Master  of  the  Creation 

•  Whenever  we  confess  our  faith  in  the 
Creator  God,  we  are  proclaiming  that  He, 
and  He  alone  is  the  master  of  the  creation,  a 
world  whom  he  deeply  loves  and  cherishes. 

•  The  creation  is  not  inherently  evil  (1  Tim 
4:1-5). 

•  Not  only  does  Paul  view  food  as  essentially 
good,  he  holds  an  analogous  view  on 
marriage,  a  human  institution.  This  is 
contrary  to  the  common  belief  that  human 
institutions  are  not  part  of  God's  good 
creation. 

•  Apostles  '  Creed:  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth. 
Nicene  Creed:  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth, 
and  of  all  things  visible  and  invisible. 

•  Our  school,  career,  politics,  economy  and 
families  are  all  part  of  God's  creation.  They 
are  all  dear  to  God's  heart  (Rom  13:1-2;  1 
Pet  2:13). 


The  Cultural  Mandate 

•  Why  is  the  creation  "good"  in  the  eyes  of 
her  creator?  They  exist  in  accordance  to  the 
will  of  God,  reflecting  His  goodness  and 
beauty  (Ps  19:1-4). 

•  As  the  climax  of  creation,  God  calls  Man  to 
take  up  the  cultural  mandate  (Gen  1 :26-3 1). 

•  Cultural  Mandate:  To  reflect  God's 
goodness  as  we  rule  the  earth  and  build 
communities  (i.e.,  image  of  God). 

Hearing  the  Gospel  Once  Again 

1.  The  Master  of  Creation 

•  Fallen  is  not  only  man,  but  the  entire 
creation  (Rom  8:18-23). 

•  God's  salvation  is  not  to  abolish  the 
creation,  but  to  redeem  it  and  thus  fulfill 
the  original  purpose  of  creation. 

•  God  loves  the  world  so  deeply,  that  He 
sent  His  only  begotten  Son  to  die  on  the 
cross,  so  that  the  world,  the  creation, 
may  be  saved  (Col  1:15-20). 

•  When  we  face  the  world  and  our 
society,  we  have  to  bear  in  mind  that 
they  are  the  reasons  why  Jesus  was 
hung  on  the  cross. 

2.  The  Cultural  Mandate 

•  The  essence  of  the  Fall  is  that  Man 
failed  to  live  out  the  cultural  mandate. 

•  Paul  sees  the  believers  as  constituting 
the  "new  creation"  of  God  (2  Cor  5:17; 
Gal  6:15).  As  such  they  are  to  become 
the  image  of  their  Creator  (Col  3:10). 

•  Therefore,  Christians  are  not  called  to 
hide  in  their  church,  but  to  serve  the 
Lord  by  engaging  the  culture  around 
them. 

Segregation  and  Integration 

•  Faith  is  not  something  we  do  over  the 
weekend,  in  the  comfort  of  the  church.  Not 
only  is  faith  a  significant  part  of  our  life 
style,  but  it  is  our  all  in  all. 

•  We  are  not  to  put  God  above  all  things,  but 
to  glorify  Him  in  all  things. 

If  God  is  not  the  Lord  of  all,  He  is  not  the  Lord 
at  all. 
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